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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Request for Reconsideration 
Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-1 1 in Paper No. 15 is acknowledged. 
Claims 12-14 have been withdrawn from consideration. There are no claims 15-16. 



Rejections Repeated 

2. The 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejection of claims 1-1 1 as being unpatentable over Grund in view 
of Chacko et al. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 08/29/02 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues that it is unclear whether Grund is modified 

a. by replacing the five-layered film with a single layered film disclosed in Chacko, 

b. by replacing each of the inner and outer polyamide layers of Grund with Chacko's 
polyamide film composition, or 

c. by incorporating the poly(amide-ether) block copolymer of Chacko into the inner 
and outer polyamide layers of Grund. 

Applicant is respectfully apprised that Grund is modified by incorporating the 
poly(amide-ether) block copolymer of Chacko into the inner and outer polyamide layers of 
Grund. Chacko teaches that the polyamide-ether composition has a combination of low initial 
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modulus, while maintaining good ultimate tensile strength and ultimate elongation so as to allow 
the film to comform easily to a mold and yet permit stretching to conform to the mold under 
differential pressure, whereas unmodified (polyamide not modified by ether) films tend to be 
unacceptably stiff and do not conform well to complicated shapes ('274, column 5, lines 25-50), 
and that the films are used widely for food packaging (column 1, lines 25-30), thus providing the 
advantage and hence the motivation to use the polyamide-ether compositions as part of the 
polyamide composition in the invention of Grand in order to obtain a food casing with the 
desired conformability. 

5. Applicant argues that it would be incorrect to say that replacing each of the inner and 
outer polyamide layers in the food casing of Grand with the polyamide-ether composition of 
Chacko would allow easy conformability and yet permit stretching, because the properties of the 
five-layered casing of Grand would also depend on the polyolefin core layer and primer layers. 

Applicant is respectfully apprised that since the five-layered food casing of Grand is 
indicated as being used in particular as a sausage casing, there is already a certain amount of 
conformability which would be improved upon by increasing the conformability of the 
polyamide layers. 

6. Applicant argues that it would be incorrect to say that there is motivation to incorporate 
the polyamide-ether block copolymer into Grand's inner and outer layers of food casing since 

0 

the only mention of food packaging applications in Chacko appears in the "Description of 
Related Art 55 section of the specification and simply related to polyamides of the prior art such 
that the statement does not address the suitability of Chacko 5 s specific composition in food 
applications. 
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Application is respectfully reminded that Chacko merely teaches what is well-known in 
the art, specifically that polyamide polymers and copolymers, and hence polyamide-ether block 
copolymers are used in food packaging. Applicant is respectfully directed to US 4,486,507 
(cited but not used in a prior action) as a teaching reference which demonstrates that it is well 
known to one of ordinary skill in the art that polyamide-ether block copolymers (polyamide 
modified by ether) are directly used in food packaging (abstract, column 3, lines 1-55). 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sow-Fun Hon whose 
telephone number is (703)308-3265. The examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday 
from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon, can be reached on (703)308-4251. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-931 1. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0661. 





